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before a final opinion could be wisely formed; and nei did I see a deliberation in which every point was more ca fully examined or a greater solicitude displayed to arrive a correct decision. I was the junior member of the Cabin and had been but a few months in the administration. Secretary of War, I was more immediately connected w: the questions whether you had transcended your orders, at if so, what course ought to be pursued. I was of the i: pression that you had exceeded your orders, and had act on your own responsibility, but I neither questioned yc patriotism nor your motives. Believing that where ord< were transcended, investigation, as a matter of course, otig to follow as due in justice to the Government and the offic unless there be strong reasons to the contrary, I came to t meeting under the impression that the usual course ought be pursued in this case, which I supported by presenti fully and freely all the arguments that occurred to me."
But it was Mr. Calhoun who proposed the arrest.
But Mr. Crawford, who had been Secretary of the Tre; ury under Mr. Monroe, in a letter to Mr. Forsythe, dat 3Oth of April, 1830, says :
"My own views on the subject had undergone a mater change after the Cabinet had been convened. Mr. Calho made some allusion to a letter the General had written to t President, who had forgotten that he had received such letter, but said that if he had received such an one he cot find it, and went directly to his cabinet and brought the letl out. In it General Jackson approved of the determinati of the Government to break up Amelia Island and Galv< town, and gave it also as his opinion that the Floridas oug to be taken by the United States. He added, it might b( delicate matter for the executive to decide, but if the Pre dent approved of it, he had only to give a hint to some cor dentiat member of Congress, say Johnny Rhca, and would do it and take the responsibility of it on himself.Secretary of War underme, and both the English and Spanish Gov-ernments were raising questions, that the Government pro-l motive. But they so conducted it as to authorize and suggest that imputation. Their movements all took a personal and vindictive, instead of a legislative and remedial, nature."
